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IMPACT! 

Saving companion pets’ lives by 
providing financial assistance 
to families unable to afford 
emergency, life-saving care...

Sassy, a service dog for a 9-year old boy, broke 
her leg from pushing him out of the way of an 
out-of-control car. Helped June 2015.  

Junior had emergency GI tract surgery to remove tinsel 
and other blockage.  Helped December 2015. 

(Search for his life-saving feature story on WGHP, Fox 8)

HOPE.  GRATITUDE.  HEALING... 
 
One of the most common questions I am asked is,  “Why 
did you start  The Sergei Foundation?”  Like many other 
wonderful causes, it was a result of personal experience and 
loss that fueled my passion.  What many may not realize is 
that The Sergei Foundation, although an animal welfare non-
profit, was founded in 2009 to support people just as much 
as to help companion pets. 

Hopefully, you are lucky enough never to have experienced 
the helplessness or hopeless feelings of inadequacy from not 
being able to care for a pet in need.  But for those who 
have, it’s more than losing a pet and family member. Guilt, 
depression and even physical ailments caused from stress are 
often inflicted on the whole family. 

By providing a helping hand at a time when it is needed most, 
I’d like to think The Sergei Foundation is a beacon of hope
to these families in times of great need. The gratitude from 
those who have been assisted is amazing, and healing comes 
not only to the pet in need, but also to the entire family.  

The full impact is sometimes immeasurable until we receive 
notes of thanks or see posts like Sheridan’s listed to the right.  
So to answer the question, these stories and the impact we 
have on changing people’s and pets’ lives  is what fuels me and 
our board to continue our mission.  Personal connections 
and showing compassion, even those times when the pet 
cannot be saved, is why I founded The Sergei Foundation.  

...Over $100,000 in funds 
granted towards veterinary 
care, keeping hundreds 
of companion pets with 
their  families since 2009. 

From hope, gratitude and 
healing comes impact for how 
lives have truly been affected. 
The Sergei Foundation often 
receives emails or cards from 
owners whose pets have been 
helped, even social media posts: 

~ Karen Fullerton, Founder/CEO

“So to all of you guys that were 
paying attention, my dog recently 
broke her leg. I was given three 
options: pay ungodly amounts to 
set the break at an ER vet, pay still 
ungodly amounts to amputate, or 
put her down. The only financially 
possible route I had available to 
me was to put her down. I refused 
to let that happen, so I asked 
around [and applied to The Sergei 
Foundation]. 

They immediately contacted 
me with a life-saving grant and 
an excellent vet to perform the 
surgery. Gracie’s now at home 
trying to eat my headphones again. 
So a HUGE shout out and thank 
you to The Sergei Foundation for 
literally saving her life! If anyone 
has free time or a few spare bucks, 
please do stop by their Facebook 
page and thank them, or donate, 
for everything that they’ve done 
and will continue to do.”
#SergeiFoundationRocks.

~Sheridan Halfacre, 9/30/15
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Luna Ezra
Sweet Ezra was shot by having roamed 
on to a neighbor’s property. His front leg 
was completely shattered, but thankfully 
no organs were damaged. The vet 
had to amputate fully to the shoulder 
(quartering) as shrapnel was found in 
the scapula. This would have caused 
further life-threatening issues down the 
line from infection.   

Without The Sergei Foundation’s help, 
Ezra would have had to be put down 
as his owners had to file bankruptcy 
earlier in the year from falling upon hard 
economic times.  Instead, Eztra was able 
to help comfort his human “sister” who 
had to go through major knee surgery at 
the same time. 

Luna got scared from an approaching dog 
and jumped from  someone’s arms  onto 
a wood pile on the ground. She broke 
both legs on impact. Miniature breeds, 
like Luna, are so fragile!  

Orthopedic plating  of the legs was 
recommended for best results of 
recovery.  However, this extended beyond 
the funding of  The Sergei Foundation, 
and the owner could not pay the balance 
for that specialized procedure.  

Luna’s owner was determined and 
found a vet with a history of orthopedic 
surgery who indicated a good prognosis 
with a pinning of both legs (especially 
since Luna was under a year old and 
would have good healing capabilities).

After a wonderful discount from the 
veterinarian, The Sergei Foundation 
was able to pay for the surgery to have 
both legs pinned.  It was a success! The 
photo to the right shows Luna fully 
recovered when she and her family came 
to volunteer at Triad Dog Games (May 
2016 - eight months after surgery).   
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As an independent, 501(c)(3), non-profit, 
organization, The Sergei Foundation relies 
100% on individual and business support.   

Please help us to continue serving people and 
their pets in need by considering a planned 
gift or bequest by will. No donation is too 
small, and all are greatly appreciated.  

Are you a North Carolina state employee?  
We are a part of the North Carolina State 
Employees Combined Campaign. This state-
wide, workplace giving program allows you 
to donate by credit card or payroll deduction 
via the NCSECC’s website. Our charity 
number is #3830.

Please visit our website for more donation 
options and details at SergeiFoundation.org.

Triad Dog Games Support and Financials

2015 Grants Received:

Our second annual Triad Dog Games®  was 
held at Tanglewood Park in Clemmons, NC.  
We moved the event from June to May 
in hopes it would be cooler for the pets. 
However, May 16-17 sported temperatures 
near 100 degrees!  That did not detour 
competitors or spectators, drawing nearly 
5,000 people for the weekend event.  As 

our only major fundraiser for the year, The 
Sergei Foundation raised over $50,000 in 
gross receipts and donations - including 
$15,000 in matching funds. 

New to 2015 was the introduction of 
flyball to the weekend demonstrations.  It 
was such a hit that is was added as a full 
NAFA-approved regional competition for 
the 2016 event.  2015 financial statements received a CPA review from Butler & Burke.  Tax forms 

(990) are available on GuideStar.org and SergeiFoundatoin.org websites. Financial 
information and a license copy are available from the Charitable Solicitation 
Licensing Section at 888-830-4989. The license is not an endorsement by the State.
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